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5th Sunday of Easter

Year C

The “Miracle
Miracle Formula”
Formula
That Can
an Heal and Renew the World

W

e all dream of a new and better world – a world characterized by justice, order, and harmony. We dream and
pray for a world where people appreciate and support
one another as brothers and sisters, and where everyone is
ready to share not only the joys but also the pains of others.
This is also the dream of God. Such a dream will become
a reality only if we collaborate wholeheartedly with Him by
putting into practice Christ’s commandment of universal
and life-giving LOVE. This is the only “formula” that can
heal and renew our sickly and rotten world. Let this be the
intention for which we offer the Eucharistic sacrifice as
we gather together as God’s family to renew our pledge to
love one another as Christ loves us.

Entrance Antiphon

(To be recited only when no Entrance
Hymn is sung.)

O sing a new song to the
Lord, for he has worked wonders; in the sight of the nations
he has shown his deliverance,
alleluia!

Greeting
P –Blessed be God who has
made everything new through
the resurrection of His Son.
May His grace and peace be
with you all!
All – And with your spirit!

Penitential Act
P –As we prepare to celebrate the Sacred Mysteries,
let us call to mind our sins and
realize the great harm they
cause to ourselves and our
neighbor. (Pause)

P –Lord Jesus, you enjoined
your disciples to love
one another, but we have
failed to live by your commandment. Lord, have
mercy!

All – Lord, have mercy!

P –Lord Jesus, your taught
your disciples that brotherly/sisterly love should
be our distinctive mark,
but we have often hurt
our neighbor. Christ,
have mercy!
All –Christ, have mercy!

P –Lord Jesus, love for our
neighbor will be the decisive issue at the Final
Judgment, but we have
often ignored your warning. Lord, have mercy!
All – Lord, have mercy!

P –May almighty God have
mercy on us, forgive us our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
All –Amen!

Gloria

All –Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace
to people of good will. We
praise you, we bless you, we
adore you, we glorify you, we
give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, heavenly
King, O God, almighty
Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only
Begotten Son, Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on
us; you take away the sins of
the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God the Father. Amen!

Collect (Opening Prayer)
P –Almighty ever-living
God, constantly accomplish
the Paschal Mystery within us, that those you were
pleased to make new in Holy
Baptism may, under your
protective care, bear much
fruit and come to the joys of
life eternal.
Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.
All – Amen!

And when they arrived,
they called the church together and reported what God had
done with them and how he
had opened the door of faith to
the Gentiles.

The Word of the Lord!

All – Thanks be to God!

Responsorial Psalm Ps 145
R –I will praise your name for
ever, my King and my God!
R. M. Velez
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I will praise your name for e-ver,
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1st Reading
Acts 14:21-27
Paul and Barnabas are
concluding their first missionary journey. With wisdom and
foresight, they organize the
communities of believers by
appointing local leaders for
each of them to ensure their
orderly development.
R –A proclamation from the
Acts of the Apostles
After Paul and Barnabas
had proclaimed the good
news to the city (of Derbe) and
made a considerable number
of disciples, they returned to
Lystra and to Iconium and to
Antioch. They strengthened
the spirits of the disciples and
exhorted them to persevere in
the faith, saying, “It is necessary for us to undergo many
hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”
They appointed elders for
them in each church and, with
prayer and fasting, commended them to the Lord in whom
they had put their faith. Then
they traveled through Pisidia
and reached Pamphylia. After proclaiming the word at
Perga, they went down to Attalia. From there they sailed
to Antioch, where they had
been commended to the grace
of God for the work they had
now accomplished.
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my King and my God!

* The Lord is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger and
of great kindness. The Lord is
good to all and compassionate
toward all his works.
R.
* Let all your works give you
thanks, O Lord, and let your
faithful ones bless you. Let
them discourse of the glory of
your kingdom and speak of
your might.
R.
* Let them make known
your might to the children of
Adam, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. Your
kingdom is a kingdom for
all ages, and your dominion
endures through all generations.
R.

2nd Reading
Rv 21:1-5
Perfect communion with
God and the absence of any
form of suffering will characterize the fulfillment of God’s
plan. Everything will be new
and wonderful – the fruit of
His infinite wisdom, justice,
and love.
R –A proclamation from the
Book of Revelation
Then I, John, saw a new
heaven and a new earth. The
former heaven and the former
earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. I also saw

the holy city, a new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.
I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, “Behold,
God’s dwelling is with the
human race. He will dwell
with them and they will be his
people and God himself will
always be with them as their
God. He will wipe every tear
from their eyes, and there shall
be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old
order has passed away.”
The One who sat on the
throne said, “Behold, I make
all things new.”

The Word of the Lord!

All – Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation Jn 13:34
All – Alleluia! Alleluia!
“I give you a new commandment,” says the
Lord. “Love one another
as I have loved you.”
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Gospel
Jn 13:31-33.34-35
Just hours before his selfoffering on the Cross, Jesus
gives his disciples the most
demanding of all the commandments: to love people as
he has loved them.
P –The Lord be with you!
All – And with your spirit!
P –A proclamation from the
holy Gospel according to
John
All – Glory to you, O Lord!
When Judas had left them,
Jesus said, “Now is the Son of
Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified
in him, God will also glorify
him in himself, and God will
glorify him at once. My children, I will be with you only a
little while longer.
I give you a new commandment: love one another. As
I have loved you, so you also
should love one another.
This is how all will know
that you are my disciples, if

GLOSSARY: • Antioch: An ancient city of Syria, on the Orontes River, north of Lebanon, and just a few kilometers from the Mediterranean Sea. Antioch became the see of the second most numerous and important Christian community after Jerusalem. It was in
Antioch that the disciples of Jesus were called “Christians” for the first time. It was from that city that Paul and Barnabas were sent
on their first missionary journey. It was still from Antioch that Paul set out on his second and third missionary journeys.
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you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord!

All – Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ!

Homily
Profession of Faith
(Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed)

All –I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the Only Begotten Son
of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God,
Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were
made. For us men and for our
salvation he came down from
heaven, (bow)* and by the Holy
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.*
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and
rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the
dead and his kingdom will have
no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I
confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look
forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world
to come. Amen!

Prayer of the Faithful

P –Sincere and practical
love of neighbor should be
the hallmark of all our communities and of each of us.
We know how challenging
this is. Therefore, with humble trust, let us ask the Lord’s
help as we pray:
All – Lord, graciously hear us!

C –That the Church may
constantly uphold the primacy of love among all values,
we pray. . .
R.
C –That our Holy Father
and all Church leaders may
inspire us with a life patterned after that of Christ, we
pray . . .
R.
C –That our Christian communities may rise above the
predominant attitudes of indifference, selfishness, and
vengefulness, we pray. . . R.
C –That we may be able to
forgive those who offended
us and never harbor feelings
of grudge and revenge, we
pray. . .
R.
C –That we may not fail to
show loving concern for our
neighbor, especially the sick,
the poor, and the marginalized, we pray!
R.
C – Let us pray in silence for
our personal intentions.
(Pause) We pray!
R.
P –Lord Jesus Christ, grant
us the grace to show our love
through acts of compassion,
generosity and forgiveness,
in imitation of you who were
born, lived and died for love
of us, and now continue to
love and care for ever and
ever.
All – Amen!

Preparation of the Gifts
P –Pray, brethren . . .
All – May the Lord accept the
sacrifice at your hands, for the
praise and glory of his name,
for our good and the good of
all his holy Church.
Prayer over the Offerings
P –O God, who by the wonderful exchange effected
in this sacrifice have made
us partakers of the one supreme Godhead, grant, we
pray, that, as we have come
to know your truth, we may
make it ours by a worthy way
of life.
Through Christ our Lord.
All – Amen!

Preface of Easter II
P –The Lord be with you!
All –And with your spirit!
P –Lift up your hearts!
All –We lift them up to the
Lord!
P –Let us give thanks to the
Lord our God!
All –It is right and just!
P –It is truly right and just,
our duty and our salvation,
at all times to acclaim you,
O Lord, but in this time
above all to praise you yet
more gloriously, when
Christ our Passover has
been sacrificed.
Through him the children
of light rise to eternal life
and the halls of the heavenly
Kingdom are thrown open to
the faithful; for his Death is
our ransom from death, and
in his rising the life of all has
risen.
Therefore, overcome
with paschal joy, every land,
every people exults in your
praise and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic
hosts, sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
as they acclaim:
All – Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of hosts. Heaven and
earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!
Memorial Acclamation
P –The mystery of faith!
All – We proclaim your Death,
O Lord, and profess your
Resurrection until you
come again!

All – Our Father . . .

P –Deliver us, Lord . . .

All –For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are
yours, now and for ever.

Sign of Peace
Breaking of the Bread
All – Lamb of God, you take
away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us. (2×)
5th Sunday of Easter (C)

Lamb of God, you take
away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.

Communion
P –Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the
sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the Supper of
the Lamb.
All – Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my
roof, but only say the word and
my soul shall be healed.

Communion Antiphon

(To be recited only when no
Communion Hymn is sung.)

I am the true vine and you
are the branches, says the
Lord. Whoever remains in
me, and I in him, bears fruit in
plenty, alleluia!

Prayer after Communion
P –Graciously be present to
your people, we pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to
newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord.
All – Amen!

P –The Lord be with you.
All – And with your spirit!

P –Bow your heads and
pray for God’s blessing.
(Pause)
May the Lord give you
the moral strength to love
your neighbor even when
it is difficult.
All – Amen!

P –May you be credible
teachers of brotherly/sisterly love in words and
deeds.
All – Amen!

P –May your social involvement contribute to the
creation of a civilization
of life and love.
All – Amen!
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P –And may almighty God
bless you: the Father,
and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

P –Go in peace, glorifying
the Lord by your life!
All – Thanks be to God!

All – Amen!

A NEW WORLD BUILT ON LOVE
by Jess P. Balon

W

e Christians have something wonderful to look forward to:
a totally “new world.” This will consist in a condition of perfect
happiness, characterized by the absence of any form of suffering
and by the deepest experience of God’s saving presence. (See
today’s Second Reading, especially vv. 3-4.)
Such a world, so different from the present one, will not be the
product of man’s ingenuity, planning or efforts. By ourselves we
are incapable of creating our own heaven. We are even unable
to conceive it in our imagination, for we do not know what is really
fulfilling for us.
The “new world” we so eagerly await is the creation of God’s
love for us. He alone knows what can make us really happy forever.
He alone can make this plan a reality.
Yet, such a new world – the new Jerusalem – will not be simply
a priceless gift distributed indiscriminately to all men, including those
who persistently reject it. God treats us as adults. He respects our
freedom and values our cooperation. He actually solicits it, gently
and constantly. He wants us to be the ones who supply the labor,
while He supplies the planning, the bricks, the mortar and the stones
needed to build the “world” in which alone we will feel at home. In
this way, the world without tears, death, mourning . . . will be not only
a gift from God, but also the fruit of our loyalty and perseverance,
as well as of the pain we endured with love.
In practice, then, the “new world” will be the result of two
loves: God’s love for us, and our love for Him and our neighbor. This is quite an uneven partnership, for there is no comparison
between God’s role and ours. Yet, it is God Himself who has chosen
us as His “partners.” It is His love which transforms our suffering
and feeble efforts into the splendor of the “house of love” that we
call “heaven.”
That final result will be like a splendid flower blossoming out of
a dark, small, unattractive seed – the seed of our life on earth . . .
The vital force that makes our poor efforts produce such a disproportioned result is our Christ-like love, the self-sacrificing love of
God and neighbor which Jesus tau
ght his disciples with his example, even more than with his words.
A love patterned after that of Jesus for his disciples is the only
valid passport that will enable us to enter the “new Jerusalem,” our
true homeland. Without a Christ-like love, we would feel total strangers and out of place in God’s Kingdom. With it, we shall feel perfectly
at home, and enjoy the fruit of even the tiniest acts of brotherly/
sisterly love done in imitation of Jesus, “the Teacher of love.”
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