
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

             

 

 

 

 

 

          



 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In response to our theme for this year òFRC Reaching Out to the Worldó, the 60th 

National Assembly of the Family Rosary Crusade adopted by acclamation the Project that we 
are launching today:  A MILLION ROSES FOR THE WORLD. 

 
We are enlisting One Million Filipinos to pray five decades of the Holy Rosary 

everyday from October 10, 2011 to May 30, 2012, each day from Monday to Saturday 
dedicated to one nation in the world while the Sunday Rosary is reserved for our own 
families and nation, the Philippines. 

 
The goal is to bring all the peoples of all the nations of the world to Jesus and His 

Father and the Holy Spiritéthrough Mary Our Blessed Mother éto bring His Peace, Love, 
Joy and tranquility to every people and every nation, no matter how great or how small, as a 
gift of love, faith and goodwill from the people of the Philippines. 

 
Pope Pius XI once said: òGive me an army praying a million rosaries a day and we will 

conquer the world.ó  We are not out to conquer the worldébut to save it for God to whom 
it rightly belongs. 

 
In almost every nation in the world, the Catholic Church and its faithful is facing a 

confrontation against the evil forces of secularism.  The late Pope John Paul II, now Blessed, 
foretold this òfinal confrontation with the Church and the anti-Church, the Gospel and the 
anti-Gospeló which he said would be òthe greatest battle in the history of the Church.ó 

 
Pope Benedict XVI has decried the spreading secularism in the Church.  He warns of 

threatening clouds in the horizon, and not for us to lose heart, but to keep the flame of hope 
alive amid the increasing apostasy.  The world needs our prayers.  And we need to pray also 
for our families and our own country.   

 
Let this be out contributionéFilipinos at PrayeréReaching Out to the WorldéTo 

All Peoplesé In Every NationéWith Love and Brotherhoodé in Faith, Joy and 
GoodwilléA World at Prayer is a World at Peace. 

Ambassador Howard Q. Dee 
Vice-Chairman 

Family Rosary Crusade Philippines 

 

A MILLION ROSES A DAYéFOR ALL PEOPLESé   
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August 15, 2011 
  
My dear brothers and sisters, 
  
 "I'm in Heaven !" " This is "Heavenly!" These are expressions we sometimes hear and 
say when things are going perfectly well or they appeal to all our senses in the most exquisite 
and fitting manner.  Heaven, we have been taught is a place of complete peace and happiness, 
perfection and union with God. In most recent times, we have been told that Heaven is not a 
place but a state of being.  We need not wait for physical death to experience Heaven.  
Heaven can be experienced right here, right now when we ourselves work for peace, for 
justice and for love.  Without the grace of God, we cannot achieve much success.  Greed, 
pride, self interest get in the way. 
 
  Our Blessed Mother Mary has "come down from Heaven" many times to visit simple 
folk in the hillsides to make them relay to us Her message of  how much Jesus loves us and to 
request us to PRAY.  Pray, she has repeatedly said and done with the likes of Juan Diego, 
Bernadette Soubirous, Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta.  Her constant appeal was "Pray!"  Prayer 
she said, is the way to avert trouble, to end wars, to call sinners to Her Son and to bring 
peace to the World. 
 
 Certainly, we all want peace.  We want peace among our family members, among   
nations and peace in our hearts.  Many people when asked where they want to go when they 
die would say, "Heaven!"  It is also called the Kingdom of God.  Jesus Himself said that the 
Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed.  It starts so small and yet it can grow huge and 
useful.  Our call to pray the rosary daily may be a small gesture for each of us. But it could 
grow to be a huge, vital catalyst for us to change hardened hearts and to lessen human 
suffering in all its forms. The rosary will be our primary tool to bring Heaven in our midst.  
The rosaries we offer daily are like roses to beautify and spread that fragrance of true 
wholeness all over the world.  It is not a daunting task if we do it together!  Let us join hearts 
and hands as we say our steadfast, constant, simple Hail Mary's daily for our brothers and 
sisters all over the world to make the Earth a haven of peace and brotherly love. 
 

Loudette Zaragoza-Banson 
Chairperson 

Steering Committee 
A Million Roses for the World 

 

 



 

 

  

 

Map of Africa & The Near East 

Area:   
30.2 M sq km 
6% of Earthõs total surface 
20.4% of total land area 

Population 
1 Billion (2009) 
14.72% of world population 
Density:  30.51/sq km 
Home of Hominids  
Home of earliest Homo sapiens 

  



 

 

AFRICA AND THE NEAR EAST 

ü 66 Countries  

ü Starting October 10 with Angola  

ü Ending December 24 with Yemen 

 

  

Week 
#  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

9 

Day 1: Oct 10  Day 2: Oct 11 Day 3: Oct 12  Day 4: Oct 13 Day 5: Oct 14  Day 6: Oct 15 

Angola  Benin Botswana  Burkina Faso Burundi Cameroon 

2 

16 

Day 7: Oct 17 Day 8: Oct 18 Day 9: Oct 19 Day 10: Oct 20 Day 11: Oct 21 Day 12:  Oct 22 

Cape Verde 
Central African 
Republic Chad Comoros Congo Cote d'Ivoire 

3 

23 

Day 13:  Oct 24 Day 14: Oct 25 Day 15: Oct 26 Day 16: Oct 27 Day 17: Oct 28 Day 18:  Oct 29 

Dem Rep of the 
Congo Djibouti Equatorial Guinea Eritrea Ethiopia Gabon 

4 

30 

Day 19: Oct 31 Day 20: Nov 1 Day 21: Nov 2 Day 22: Nov 3 Day 23: Nov 4 Day 24:  Nov 5 

Gambia Ghana Guinea Guinea Bissau Kenya Lesotho 

5 

6 

Day 25: Nov 7 Day 26: Nov 8 Day 27: Nov 9 Day 28: Nov 10 Day 29: Nov 11 Day 30:  Nov 12 

Liberia Madagascar Malawi Mali Mauritania Mauritius 

6 

13 

Day 31: Nov 14 Day 32: Nov 15 Day 33: Nov 16 Day 34: Nov 17 Day 35: Nov 18 Day 36:  Nov 19 

Mozambique Namibia Niger Nigeria Rwanda Sao Tome & Principe 

7 

20 

Day 37: Nov 21 Day 38: Nov 22 Day 39: Nov 23 Day 40: Nov 24 Day 41: Nov 25 Day 42:  Nov 26 

Senegal Seychelles Sierra Leone Somalia South Africa Sudan 

8 

27 

Day 43:  Nov 28 Day 44:  Nov 29 Day 45:  Nov 30 Day 46:  Dec 1 Day 47:  Dec 2 Day 48:  Dec 3 

Swaziland Togo Uganda 
United Republic of 
Tanzania Zambia Zimbabwe 

9 

4 

Day 49: Dec 5 Day 50: Dec 6 Day 51: Dec 7 Day 52: Dec 8 Day 53: Dec 9 Day 54:  Dec 10 

Algeria Bahrain Egypt Iran Iraq Israel 

10 

11 

Day 55: Dec 12 Day 56: Dec 13 Day 57: Dec 14 Day 58: Dec 15 Day 59: Dec 16 Day 60:  Dec 17 

Jordan Kuwait Lebanon Libya Morocco Oman 

11 

18 

Day 61: Dec 19 Day 62: Dec 20 Day 63: Dec 21 Day 64: Dec 22 Day 65: Dec 23 Day 66:  Dec 24 

Qatar Saudi Arabia Syria Tunisia United Arab Emirates Yemen 



 

 

 

 
  
Day 1:     10 October 2011 
ANGOLA (Africa)  
Literacy:  67% 
Life Expectancy:  42 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  116/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $5,430 
Population:  17.3M  Annual Growth:  2.6% 
Ethnicity :  Ovimbundu, Kimbundu, Bakongo 
Religion:  Roman Catholic 68%, Protestant 20% 
Resources:  Petroleum, diamonds, iron ore 
Products:  Bananas, sugarcane, coffee 
Industry :  Petroleum drilling, mining, cement 
  
Angola was colonized by the Portuguese, and became the largest 
source of slaves for the Americas.  It is one of Africaõs major oil 
producers but also one of the worldõs poorest countries.  27 years of 
civil war ended in 2002; the country now faces the daunting task of 
rebuilding its infrastructure. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Angola 
1.That  Angolans continue to heal from 27 years of civil war 
2.That Angola find resources to resettle  4 million displaced persons 
3.That landmines be cleared from the countryside 
4. That the Lord bless Angola with bountiful harvests. 
5. That health services improve for the most vulnerable 

  
Day 2:     11 October 2011 
BENIN (Africa) 
Literacy:  44% 
Life Expectancy:  59 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  61/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,510 
Population:  9.05M  Annual Growth:  2.9% 
Ethnicity :  African 
Religion:  Animist, Christian, Muslim 
Resources:  Offshore oil, marble, limestone, timber 
Products:  Corn, sorghum, cassava, tapioca, yams 
Industry :  Textiles, cigarettes, food beverage 
World Heritage Site:  Royal Palaces of Abomey 
  
Benin was the seat of the great medieval African Kingdom of Abomey 
until it was conquered by the French.  It is now one of Africaõs most 
stable democracies, though it faces sporadic clashes along its border 
with Burkina Faso and must deal with problems of human trafficking 
and forced recruitment. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Benin 
1.  For economic growth to lift people out of poverty 
2. For modernization of agriculture to improve the lives of farmers 
3. For the poor to feel relief from the reduction of foreign debt 
4. For people to have access to electricity 
5. For the success of public health drives in slashing diseases like 
hepatitis A and typhoid 

  
Day 3:     12 October 2011 
BOTSWANA (Africa)  
Literacy:  84.8% 
Life Expectancy:  58.05 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  11.14/1000 
Per Capita (nominal):  $6,200 
Population:  2.06M  Annual Growth:  1.5% 
Ethnicity :  Tswana, Kalanga, Kgalagadi, Herero 
Religion:  Christianity, Indigenous 
Resources:  Diamonds, copper, nickel, coal, gold 
Products:  Livestock, sorghum, white maize, millet 
Industry :  Diamonds, copper, nickel, coal, tourism 
World Heritage Site:  Rock Art of Tsodilo 
  
Botswana has a flourishing constitutional democracy, with roots in 
Setswana traditions exemplified by the village council (Kgotla).  Its 
constitution has a code of fundamental human rights enforced by the 
courts.  Elections since independence have been freely and fairly 
contested.  The worldõs largest producer of diamonds, Botswana 
protects large areas of wilderness, including the Kalahari Desert. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Botswana 
1.  For development of other industries so as to reduce the  
countryõs dependence on diamond mining. 
2.  For the safety of laborers working in the diamond mines 
3.  For the promotion of tourism that conserves the  environment 
4.  For effective control of the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
5.  For preservation of traditions that enrich a nationõs soul. 

  
Day 4:     13 October 2011 
BURKINA FASO (Africa) 
Literacy:  26% 
Life Expectancy:  56.7 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  61/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $1,200 
Population:  16.3M  Annual Growth:  3.1% 
Ethnicity :  63 ethnic groups including Mossi, Gourtmanche 
Religion:  Muslim, Roman Catholic, Animist, Protestant 
Resources:  Manganese, gold, limestone, marble, phosphate 
Products:  Cotton, millet, sorghum, livestock, peanuts 
Industry :  Mining, agricultural processing, brewing, bottling 
World Heritage Site:  Ruins of Loropeni 
  
The Mossi that make up about one-half of Burkina Fasoõs population 
claim descent from warriors who established an empire that lasted 
800 years.  It is today an ethnically integrated secular state, with 80% 
reliance on agriculture.  Burkina Faso suffers from recurring 
droughts, and these hardships are compounded by a series of military 
coups and troubles with neighboring Sierra Leone and Cote dõIvoire. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Burkina Faso 
1. For peaceful resolution of border disputes 
2. For political will to stamp out illicit cross-border activities. 
3. For increased employment opportunities for farm laborers. 
4. For effective distribution of mosquito nets to control malaria. 
5. For good rainfall to ensure good harvests. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 
  
Day 5:     14 October 2011 
BURUNDI (Africa)  
Literacy:  66% 
Life Expectancy:  50.9 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  101.3/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $300 
Population:  8.3M  Annual Growth:  2.8% 
Ethnicity :  Hutu (Bantu), Tutsi, Twa 
Religion:  Christian, Indigenous, Muslim 
Resources:  Nickel, uranium, oxides, peat, cobalt, copper 
Products:  Coffee, cotton, tea, corn, sorghum, sweet potatoes 
Industry :  Beverage production, coffee/tea, cigarette, sugar 
  
Burundi has a density of 300 persons per sq km, most of who live on 
subsistence farms.  Since gaining independence in 1961, it has been 
plagued by tensions between the Hutu majority and the Tutsi 
minority who are politically and economically dominant.  The 
bloody civil war ended in 2006. 
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for Burundi 
1.  That all people may grow in harmony through mutual respect 
2.  That children be respected and preserved from violence 
3.  For enduring reconciliation among the Hutu and Tutsi 
4.  That health services and medicines may be made available to 
those who need it most. 
5. That Burundi succeed in generating more electricity 

  
Day 6:     15 October 2011 
 CAMEROON (Africa) 
Literacy:  76% 
Life Expectancy:  54.39 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  60.91/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,300 
Population:  19.5M  Annual Growth:  2.12% 
Ethnicity :  250 ethnic group, Fulani, Shuwa, Pygmies, Nigerian 
Religion:  Christian, Muslim, Indigenous 
Resources:  Oil, timber, hydroelectric power, natural gas 
Products:  Timber, coffee, tea, bananas, cocoa, rubber, cotton 
Industry :  Export of crude oil, timber& finished wood products 
World Heritage Site:  Dja Faunal Reserve (Rainforest) 
  
The Europeans arrived in Cameroon in the 1500s, for the acquisition 
of slaves.  Christian missions were established in the 19th century and 
are still present today.  Cameroon is endowed with an abundance of 
natural resources, a population that has one of the highest literacy 
rates in Africa, though pervasive corruption impedes development. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Cameroon 
1.  That the Church in Africa may be an instrument of reconciliation 
2.  That democratic reforms come at a faster pace 
3.  That the nation will control and make progress against HIV/AIDS 
4.  That economic development may lift families out of poverty. 
5.  That authorities may be diligent in fighting human trafficking. 

  
Day 7:     17 October 2011 
CAPE VERDE (Africa) 
Literacy:  77% 
Life Expectancy:  72.5 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  24.8/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $3,800 
Population:  567,000 Annual Growth:  1.41% 
Ethnicity :  Creole, African, European 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant 
Resources:  Salt, pozzolana, limestone, fish, shellfish 
Products:  Bananas, corn, beans, sugarcane, coffee, fruits 
Industry :  Fish and fish products, clothing, shoes, beverages 
World Heritage Site:  Historic Center of Ribeira Grande 
  
The Cape Verde archipelago boasts spectacular rock formations 
created by the high winds of the Atlantic.   The excellent harbor in 
Mindelo made it an important center of commerce. Poor in natural 
resources, prone to drought and with little arable land, it has 
nonetheless achieved economic stability and is today a stable 
democracy. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Cape Verde 
1.  For a solution to the nationõs serious water shortages 
2. For political will to stop shipment of Latin American cocaine 
destined for Western Europe.   
3. For  more government investment in education  
4. For government leaders to serve with honesty and integrity 
5. For family ties to remain strong in the midst of separation caused 
by economic necessity 

  
Day 8:     18 October 2011 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (Africa) 
Literacy:  48.6% 
Life Expectancy:  44.47 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  80.62/1000 
Per Capita (PPP) :  $700 
Population:  4.4M Annual Growth:  1.49% 
Ethnicity :  Baya, Banda, Sara, Mandja, Mboum (80 ethnic groups) 
Religion:  Protestant, Roman Catholic, Muslim, Indigenous 
Resources:  Diamonds, uranium, timber, gold, oil, coffee 
Products:  Timber, cotton, coffee, tobacco, food crops 
Industry :  Diamond mining, sawmills, breweries, textiles 
World Heritage Site:  Manovo-Gounda St. Floris National Park 
  
The C.A.R. has been settled since the 7th century by overlapping 
empires. Since independence from the French in 1960, it has endured 
several coups and a brutal regime under Jean-Bedel Bokassa.  Illegal 
weapons proliferate across CAR, and armed groups are active in the 
north.  The country is endowed with virgin rainforests and has some 
of the highest densities of lowland gorillas and forest elephants in 
Africa. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for C.A.R. 
1.  That government may bring order to the countryside 
2.  That neighboring nations may learn to live in peace 
3.  That social justice may bring more equal distribution of wealth 
4. That improved health care may give hope to infants and the young 
5.  In this feast of St. Luke, may the faithful continue to be nourished 
by the Gospel he proclaimed 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 9:     19 October 2011 
CHAD (Africa)  
Literacy:  48%% 
Life Expectancy:  48.7 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  130/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,600 
Population:  10.3M Annual Growth:  3.5% 
Ethnicity :  200 ethnic groups 
Religion:  Muslim, Christian, Animist 
Resources:  Petroleum, natron, kaolin, gold, bauxite, tin 
Products:  Sugar, cotton, livestock, fish, peanuts, millet 
Industry : Meatpacking, beer brewing soap, cigarettes, natron 
  
Chadõs Lake Chad is the most important wetland in Africa, though it 
has shrunk dramatically in the last 4 decades due to increased water 
use and inadequate rainfall.  Polygamy is common and sanctioned by 
law.  Violence against women is prohibited, but domestic violence is 
common.  Female genital mutilation is prohibited but widespread 
and deeply rooted in tradition.   
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Chad 
1.That economic development may lift people out of poverty 
2.That the poor gain access to safe drinking water 
3.That the many ethnic groups come to share power 
4.That the painful experience of war may lead Chad to pursue the 
way of peace 
5. That enlightenment comes for dignified treatment of women 

  
Day 10:     20 October 2011 
COMOROS (Africa)  
Literacy:  56.5% 
Life Expectancy:  63.47 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  66.57/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,000 
Population:  691,000 Annual Growth:  2.76% 
Ethnicity :  Antalote, Cafre, Makoa, Oimatsaha, Sakalava 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 98%, Roman Catholic 2% 
Services:  Commerce, tourism 
Products:  Vanilla, cloves, perfume essences, copra, banana 
Industry :  Perfume distillation 
  
A history of more than 20 coups since 1975 has left Comoros poor, at 
times teetering on the brink of disintegration.  Koranic schools 
reinforce the influence of Islam. Its lava-encrusted soil is unsuitable 
for agriculture. The government must deal with issues of human 
trafficking and forced recruitment. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Comoros 
1. That the government may find the resources and the political will 
to end human trafficking and forced recruitment. 
2. That the nation may create economic growth and move out of 
poverty. 
3. That the people may be given more opportunities for education 
4.  That industries may generate jobs to absorb the unemployed 
5. That Comoros will qualify for debt relief in 2012 

  
Day 11:     21 October 2011 
CONGO Republic of (Africa)  
Life Expectancy:  54.15 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  79.78/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $4,100 
Population:  3.7M Annual Growth:  2.754% 
Ethnicity :  15 principal Bantu groups, 70 subgroups 
Religion:  Traditional beliefs, Roman Catholic, Christian 
Resources:  Petroleum, wood, potash, lead, zinc, uranium 
Products:  Manioc, sugar, rice, corn peanuts, vegetables 
Trade:  Petroleum, lumber, plywood, sugar, cocoa, diamonds 
  
Congo is one of the most urbanized countries in Africa.  First 
inhabited by Pygmies, Congo was later settled by the Bantus.  It 
came under French rule in the 19th century and in the 20th came 
decades of turbulent politics marked by Marxist rhetoric.  Remnants 
of the civil war militias, known as Ninjas, are still active in the 
southern region.  It is one of sub-Saharan Africaõs main oil 
producers, though 70% of the population lives in poverty.  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Congo 
1. That the wealth of the land may be used for the good of all. 
2. That the government may succeed in efforts to fight poverty. 
3.  That the government may be equipped to handle the hordes of 
refugees fleeing to the Congo. 
4.  That genuine peace may come to the Congolese. 
5. That the country will develop other sectors so it will be less 
vulnerable to volatile oil prices  

  
Day 12:     22 October 2011 
COTE DõIVOIRE (Africa) 
Literacy: 51%% 
Life Expectancy:  46 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  111/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,800 
Population:  20.62M Annual Growth:  3.8% with immigration 
Ethnicity :  Native Ivoirians 77%, French, Lebanese, Vietnamese 
Religion:  Indigenous, Muslim, Christian 
Resources:  Petroleum, gold 
Products:  cocoa, coffee, timber, rubber, corn, rice 
Industry :  Food processing, textiles 
World Heritage Site:  Comoe National Park, Mount Nimba Strict 
Nature Reserve, Tai National Park  
  
Cote dõIvoireõs early history is unknown but a Neolithic culture may 
have existed.  French missionaries first landed in 1637.  It was once 
hailed as a model of stability but an armed rebellion in 2002 split the 
nation in two. Cote dõIvoire has high population growth, high crime 
rate, and high incidence of AIDS.  Elections in 2010 led to civil war. 
Joyful  Mysteries:  Intentions for Cote dõIvoire 
1.That those afflicted with AIDS may receive compassionate care 
2.That the nation confront and resolve issues of land reform 
3.That the nation succeed in the disarmament, demobilization, and 
reintegration of rebel forces 
4. That the coming legislative elections be peaceful 
5. That internally displaced persons may be able to return home 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 13:     24 October 2011 
DEM. REP. OF CONGO (Africa) 
Literacy:  55% (women) 76% (men) 
Life Expectancy:  51.3 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  92/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $300 
Population: 70.9M Annual Growth:  3.24% 
Ethnicity :  Luba, Kongo, Anamongo, 250 African ethnic groups 
Religion:  Roman Catholic, Protestant, Kimbanguist 
Resources: Copper, cobalt, diamonds, gold, petroleum, wood 
Products:  Coffee, rubber, palm oil, cotton, cocoa, sugar, tea 
Industry :  Minerals, textiles, plastics, footwear, cigarettes 
World Heritage Site:  Garamba Park, Kahuzi-Biega Park, Okapi 
Wildlife Reserve, Salonga Park, Virunga Park 
  
700 local languages are spoken in DRC, bridged by the use of 
French and native languages like Swahili. Renamed Zaire by 
President Mobutu, renamed D.R.C. by Laurent Kabila, its people 
have endured bloody civil war that has claimed an estimated 3 
million lives.  It ranks last among countries in per capita income 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for D.R.C. 
1. That the people can move beyond their memory of civil war, 
ethnic strife and brutal oppression 
2. That families torn apart by violence may find healing 
3. That the 1.4 million internally displaced persons will return to 
safety and peace. 

4. For free, peaceful, orderly national election in November 2011. 
5. That authorities will stop the rampant production of marijuana 

  
Day 14:     25 October 2011 
DJIBOUTI (Africa) 
Literacy:  67.9%% 
Life Expectancy:  43.37 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  97.5/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,800 
Population:  864,000 Annual Growth:  1.903% 
Ethnicity :  Somali, Afar, Ethiopian, Arab, French, Italian 
Religion:  Muslims 94% Christian 6% 
Resources:  Minerals,  geothermal, wind and solar energy 
Products:  Livestock, fishing, limited commercial crops 
Industry :  Banking, insurance, construction, public works. 
  
The history of Djibouti is recorded in the poetry and songs of its  
nomadic people going back thousands of years when Djiboutians traded 
hides and skins for perfume and spices. A òFamily Lawó enacted in 
2002 replaced Sharia.  The Government is working to increase 
recognition of womenõs rights and to stop abusive traditional practices 
including female genital mutilation.  The countryõs strategic access to 
the Red Sea ensures steady flow of foreign assistance. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Djibouti  
1.  That people may have access to water and improved sanitation. 
2.  That jobs may be created for the unemployed. 
3.  That society may recognize the value of women and accord them 
the dignity they deserve. 
4.  That all may have sufficient bread for their daily needs. 
5.  That piracy in the waters off the Gulf of Aden will be defeated and 
eliminated. 

  
Day 15:     26 October 2011 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA (Africa)  
Literacy:  87% 
Life Expectancy:  62.37 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  81.58/1000 
Per capita (PPP):  $36,600 
Population:  676,000 Annual Growth:  2.641% 
Ethnicity :  Fang, Bubi, Annobenese, Ndowe, Kombe, Bujebas 
Religion:  Nominally Christian, pagan practices 
Resources:  Petroleum, natural gas, timber, gold, manganese 
Products: Coffee, cocoa, rice, yams, cassava, bananas, timber 
Industry :  Petroleum, natural gas, fishing, lumber 
  
Under the Spanish, Equatorial Guinea achieved high literacy rates 
and developed a good network of health care facilities.  It is the 
smallest country in continental Africa, and the richest per capita, 
though oil wealth is concentrated in the hands of few.  The UN says 
less than half the population has access to clean water. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Equatorial Guinea 
1. For people to have access to water and improved sanitation 
2. For government to address the disparity between rich and poor 
3.  For the poor to have a share in the riches of the land 
4.  For the state to continue making progress in transparency over 
oil revenues. 
5.  For children to be protected from violence and exploitation. 

  
Day 16:   27 October 2011 
ERITREA (Africa) 
Education: No compulsory education 
Life Expectancy:  61 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  43/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $600 
Population:  5.2M Annual Growth:  2.5% 
Ethnicity :  Tigrinya, Tigre, Saho, Afar, Beja, Bilen 
Religion:  Orthodox Christians, Muslim, indigenous 
Resources:  Gold, copper, iron ore, potash, oil 
Products:  millet sorghum, teff, wheat, barley, flax, cotton 
Industry :  Food and alcohol, leather, textiles, chemicals, cement 
  
Eritrea is considered the most likely location of the land known to 
ancient Egyptians as Punt.  Following independence from Ethiopia, 
Eritrea had to build institutions of government from scratch.  It is still 
unable to provide enough food, with two thirds of the population 
receiving food aid.  Currently, no civil liberties are allowed. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Eritrea 
1.  For the nation to heal from the civil war that led to secession. 
2.  For people to have sufficient bread for their daily needs. 
3.  For continued humanitarian assistance to the millions of famine 
victims and refugees 
4.  For improved access and more years of compulsory education 
5.  For sound economic management to take root 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 17:    28 October 2011 
ETHIOPIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  43% 
Infant Mortality :  77/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,000 
Population Growth:  2.6% 
Ethnicity :  Oromo, Amhara, Tigre, Somali, Sidama 
Religion:  Ethiopian Orthodox, Muslim, Protestant 
Resources:  Potash, salt, gold, copper, platinum, natural gas 
Products:  Coffee, cereals, pulses, oilseeds, khat, meat, hides 
Industry :  Textiles, construction, cement, hydroelectric power 
World Heritage Site: 9 sites including Simien National Park, 
Rock-Hewn Churches, and Konso Cultural Landscape 
  
Hominid bones dating back 4.4 million years make Ethiopia one of 
the earliest known locations of human ancestors.  Legend says that 
Menelik I, the son of King Solomon and Queen of Sheba founded 
the Ethiopian Empire.  Drought, famine and war brought millions to 
the brink of starvation in the 1970õs and 1980õs. 
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for Ethiopia 
1. That the country move on from its history of coups and border 
disputes. 
2.That the earthõs climate bring more rain and less drought 
3. That all may have sufficient bread for their daily needs. 
4. That authorities have resources to aid 200,000 displaced persons 
5. On this feast of St. Jude, may those without hope come to believe 

and look confidently to the future 

  
Day 18:     29 October 2011 
GABON (Africa) 
Literacy:  86% 
Life Expectancy:  60 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  55/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $15,020 
Population Growth:  2.025% 
Ethnicity:  Fang, Myene, Bapounou, Eshira, Bandjabi, Bakota 
Religion:  Christian, Muslim, Animist 
Resources:  Petroleum, timber, manganese, uranium, gold 
Products:  Manioc, rubber, salt, pineapples 
Industry : Petroleum related, wood processing, food, beverage 
World Heritage Site:  Relict Cultural Landscape of Lope-Okanda 
  
Gabon is one of the least densely populated countries in West Africa.  
A stable democracy, its 40 ethnic groups maintain constant contact 
and interaction.  French, the official language, is a unifying force.  
Gabon is noted for its efforts to preserve the natural environment.  
11% of the territory is designated as part of the national park system. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Gabon 
1.  That the government effectively ends the trafficking of children. 
2.  That public health efforts will control the sweep of infectious 
diseases 
3.  That Gabonõs abundant forests be used responsibly  
4.  That people of good will may offer an effective contribution to the 
promotion of education, justice, solidarity and peace 
5.  That jobs be created for the unemployed 

  
Day 19:     31 October 2011 
GAMBIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  40.1% 
Life Expectancy:  56 yrs 
Infant Morta lity :  67/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,900 
Population: 1.7M  Annual Growth:  1.668% 
Ethnicity :  Mandinka, Fula, Wolof, Jola, Sarahule 
Religion:  Muslim 90%, Christian 
Resources:  Possible oil and gas offshore 
Products:  Rice, millet, sorghum, peanuts, corn, sesame, fish 
Industry :  Peanut, fish products, construction, telecoms, etc 
World Heritage Site: James Island, Stone Circles of Senegambia  
  
The ethnic groups in Gambia live with a minimum of intertribal 
friction.  Gambians officially observe the holidays of Muslims and 
Christians and practice religious tolerance.  Once part of the Mali 
and Kaabu Empires, European powers struggled for supremacy 
here.  Stability has not translated to prosperity.  Only one sixth of 
its land is arable, and it relies mainly on peanuts for export. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Gambia 
1.  For progress in its march to authentic democracy 
2.  For improved access to education and increased literacy 
3.  For economic growth to improve the lives of Gambians 
4. For Gambiaõs borders to be protected from illegal activities 
5.For policies and programs that will mitigate the effects of drought 

  
Day 20:     1 November 2011 
GHANA (Africa)  
Literacy:  57.9% 
Life Expectancy:  59.8 yrs M/ 62.3 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  48.55/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $2,500 
Population:  24.2M Annual Growth:  1.8% 
Ethnicity :  Akan, Mole Dagbon, Ewe, Ga-Dangme 
Religion:  Christian, Muslim, traditional 
Resources:  Gold, oil, timber, diamonds, bauxite, manganese 
Products:  Cocoa, wood, pineapples, cashews, spices, rubber 
Industry:  Mining, lumber, light industry, fishing, aluminum 
World Heritage Site:  Asante, Forts and Castles in Volta 
  
Ghanaõs history, derived from oral tradition, dates back to the 15th 
century. Ghana, meaning òWarrior Kingó, was once called the Gold 
Coast. The Government of Ghana supports free, compulsory, 
universal basic education, with 3.5% of GDP budgeted for education.   
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Ghana 
1.  That deforestation, overgrazing and soil erosion be curtailed 
2.  That Ghana sustain its efforts to check the re-emergence of the 
guinea worm 
3.  That the governmentõs anti-corruption agenda may succeed 
4.  That authorities succeed in controlling the transit of heroin. 
5. That authorities end poaching and habitat destruction that  
threatens wildlife populations 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 21:     2 November 2011 
GUINEA (Africa) 
Literacy:  42.6% male, 18.1% female 
Life Expectancy:  57.09 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  65.22/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,000 
Population:  10.06M :  2.572% 
Ethnicity :  Peuhl, Malinke, Soussou 
Religion:  Muslim 85%, Christian, traditional 
Resources: Bauxite, iron ore, diamonds, gold, hydropower, etc 
Products:  Rice, cassava, coffee, bananas, sweet potatoes 
Industry :  Mining, light manufacturing, agricultural processing 
World Her itage Site:  Mount Nimba Strict Nature Reserve 
  
Guinea is the origin of 22 West African rivers.  It is richly endowed 
with minerals, with perhaps half of the worldõs reserves of bauxite.  
In 2000 it became home to half a million refugees fleeing Sierra 
Leone and Liberia.  Acute economic problems prompts warnings 
that Guinea risks becoming a òfailed stateó. 
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Guinea 
1.  For the nation to stand up against corruption. 
2.  For the riches of creation to be valued and made available to all 
3.  For relief from debt burden. 
4.  For protection from conflicts in neighboring states, the rebels, 
warlords and youth gangs that cause domestic instability 
5.  For democracy to take root following the 2010 elections 

  
Day 22:    3 November 2011 
GUINEA BISSAU (Africa) 
Literacy:  42.4% 
Life Expectancy:  47.9 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  99.82/1000 
Population: 1.65M Growth:  2.02% Per Capita (PPP):  $1,100 
Ethnicity :  Balanta, Fula, Manjaca, Mandinga, Papel 
Religion:  Indigenous 50%, Muslim, Christian 
Resources:  Fish, timber, bauxite, phosphate, petroleum 
Products:  Cashews, tropical fruits, rice, peanuts, cotton 
Industry :  Cashew processing, fish for export 
  
Guinea Bissau was first explored by the Portuguese and became a 
major slave-trading center in the 18th century.  It is now open to 
foreign investment but poor infrastructure and political instability are 
disincentives.  WHO estimates fewer than 5 physicians per 100,000 
persons.  Guinea Bissau is also a major hub for cocaine smuggled from 
Latin America to Europe. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Guinea Bissau 
1. That the country will find lasting peace after many years of war. 
2. That authorities improve services to the poor and destitute. 
3.  That Guinea-Bissau will cease being a source of children trafficked 
for begging and forced agricultural labor. 
4.  That authorities halt the illicit and lucrative trade in narcotics 
5.   On this feast of St. Martin de Porres, may those who work for 
social justice find encouragement  

  
Day 23:     4 November 2011 
KENYA (Africa)  
Literacy:  74% 
Life Expectancy:  55.3 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  57.4/1000 
Population:  41M   Per Capita (PPP):  $1,600 
Ethnicity:  Kikuyu, Luhya, Luo, Kalenjin, Kamba, Kisii, 
Religion: Christian 82.6%, Muslim, traditional African 
Resources:  Wildlife, soda ash, land 
Products:  Tea, coffee, sugarcane, corn, wheat, rice, sisal, 
pineapples, pyrethrum, dairy, meat, hides, skins 
Industry:   Petroleum products, grain, sugar, cement, beer 
World Heritage Site:  6 sites including Fort Jesus in Mombasa, 
Kenya Lake System, Lake Turkana National Parks 
  
Kenya has been described as òthe cradle of humanityó.  Its diverse 
population includes three of Africaõs major sociolinguistic groups.  
They are a deeply religious people, who retain links with extended 
families. òHarambeeó meaning òpull togetheró is their motto. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Kenya 
1. For leaders to make good on promises to tackle corruption 
2. For sufficient rainfall to ensure a good harvest 
3. For Godõs mercy on 60,000 children living in Nairobi's streets 
4.  For the 40% of the population under 15 years of age, to receive 
training and education and gainful employment. 
5. For resources to shelter 250,000 refugees  

  
Day 24:     5 November 2011 
LESOTHO (Africa) 
Literacy:  84.8% 
Life Expectancy:  51.63 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  55.04/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $1,700 
Population: 2M  Growth:3.51% HIV/Prevalence: 23.3% 
Ethnicity :  Basotho, Europeans, Asians   
Religion:  Christians 90% 
Resources:  Water, agriculture, grazing land, diamonds 
Products:  Corn, wheat, sorghum, pulses, barley, peas, beans 
Industry :  Textiles, apparel, food, beverages, tourism 
  
Lesotho is a constitutional monarchy.  Water is its only significant 
natural resource, and has made it almost completely self-sufficient in 
the production of electricity.  The government has finalized a 
National Strategic Plan to deal with HIV/AIDS, which affects 50% of 
women under 40 in urban areas.  Much of the countryõs spectacular 
canyons remain untouched but developers have begun building roads 
to reach mineral and water resources.  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Lesotho 
1.  That Christ may ease the sufferings of those sick with AIDS 
2.  That government and industry may together create jobs for the 
many unemployed 
3.  That solidarity will lessen the extremes in income inequality 
4.  That young people may be preserved from exploitation 
5.  That Lesotho resolve controversies concerning its military 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 25:     7 November 2011 
LIBERIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  58% 
Life Expectancy:  58 yrs 
Per Capita (PPP):  $500 
Population:  3.96M Annual Growth:  2.1% 
Ethnicity :  Kpelle, Bassa, Gio, Kru, 12 other ethnic groups 
Religion:  Christian 85%, Muslim 
Resources: Iron ore, rubber, timber, diamonds, gold, tin 
Products:  Coffee, cocoa, sugarcane, rice, cassava, palm oil 
Industry :  Rubber, diamonds, gold, iron ore, forestry, beverages 
World Heritage Site:  Mount Nimba Strict Nature Reserve 
  
The Portuguese named it òGrain Coastó, the British installed 
trading posts, the Dutch destroyed the posts.  Liberia was founded 
in 1820 by free African-Americans and freed slaves from the 
United States. A 14-year civil war ended in 2004, but the UN still 
maintains 15,000 soldiers, making it one of the most expensive 
peacekeeping missions. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Liberia 
1.  For healing and restoration of the war-torn nation 
2.  For access to better sanitation 
3.  For an end to cannibalism and witchcraft 
4. For leaders to become honorable stewards of the nationõs wealth 
and natural resources 
5.  For government to rebuild infrastructure and generate new jobs 

  
Day 26:    8 November 2011 
MADAGASCAR (Africa) 
Literacy:  64% 
Life Expectancy:   61yrs 
Infant Mortality :  41/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $900 
Population:  20.7M  Annual Growth:  2.7% 
Ethnicity :  18 Malagasy tribes, Comorans, French, Indians 
Religion:  Traditional, Christian, Muslim 
Resources:  Graphite, chrome, coal, bauxite, ilmenite, nickel, 
gold, oil, tar sands, uranium, precious  semiprecious stones 
Products:  Rice, livestock, seafood, coffee, vanilla, sugar 
World Heritage Site:  Rainforests of the Atsinanana, Royal Hill 
of Ambohimanga, Tsingy de Bemaraha Strict Nature Reserve 
  
Madagascarõs population is of mixed Asian and African origin.  
Traditional religions are practiced.  The reburial practice of 
òfamadihanaó celebrates the link between ancestors and the living. 
Two-thirds of the population lives below the poverty line.  It is the 
worldõs fourth biggest island, with many unique mammals and birds 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Madagascar 
1. For  fires of political discord to die down 
2. For peaceful coexistence among the different tribes 
3. For an increase in the standard of living especially for the 80% 
living in poverty 
4. For resources to help the malnourished and those with malaria 
5. For protection of endangered flora and fauna unique to the island 

  
Day 27:    9 November 2011 
MALAWI (Africa)  
Literacy:  69% 
Life Expectancy: 53 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  72/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $800 
Population:  14.9M 
Ethnicity:  Chew, Nyanja, Tumbuka, Yao, Lomwe, Sena, Tonga 
Religion:  Protestant, Roman Catholic, Muslim 
Resources:  Limestone, uranium, coal, bauxite, phosphates 
Products:  Tobacco, sugar, cotton, tea, corn, potatoes, coffee 
World Heritage Site: Chongoni Rock-Art, Lake Malawi  Park 
  
Hominid remains dating back 1 million yrs were found in Lake 
Malawi. It is one of sub-Saharan Africaõs most densely populated 
countries.  Tribal distinctions persist but a Malawian nationality has 
begun to take hold among people who are generally conservative 
and nonviolent. Real economic growth has been achieved. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Malawi 
1.  That the  millions affected by river blindness may receive  
training that will enable them to seek employment. 
2.  That the nation provide care for the  6% of the population with 
HIV/AIDS 
3.  For debt relief , to improve the lives of the majority 
4.  For the famine areas in Chikwawa, Nsange and Balaka 
5.  For NGOs to be sustained in their aid and development efforts 

  
Day 28:     10 November 2011 
MALI  (Africa)  
Literacy:  31% 
Life Expectancy:  54yrs 
Infant Mortality : 121/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $1,200 
Population: 14.5M  Annual Growth:  2.4% 
Ethnicity :  Manding, Fulani, Saracole, MIanka, Songhai, Tuareg 
Religion:  Muslim 90%, Indigenous 6% Christian 4% 
Resources:  Gold, phosphate, kaolin, salt, limestone, oil 
Products:  Millet, sorghum, corn, rice, livestock, sugar, cotton 
World Heritage Site:  Cliff of Bandiagara, Old Towns of Djenne, 
Timbuktu, Tomb of Askia 
  
Sub-Saharan ethnic groups comprise a majority of the population, 
desert nomads, who traditionally oppose the central government.  
Malians take great pride in their ancestry, as heirs of ancient African 
empires.  23 years of dictatorship ended in 1992. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Mali 
1. For government resources to control its long and porous border 
2. For government to respect the freedom of religion that is  
guaranteed by Maliõs constitution. 
3. For  protection of the children, who because of nomadic  
practices often do not receive inoculation and vaccination 
4. For economic growth to increase employment opportunities 
5. For programs that will mitigate the effects of drought 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 29:     11 November 2011 
MAURITANIA (Africa)  
Literacy:  59% 
Life Expectancy:  64 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  67/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,100 
Population:  3.3M Growth:  2.5% 
Ethnicity :  Arab-Berber/Negroid, Haalpulaar, Soninke, Wolof 
Religion:  Muslim 
Resources: Petroleum, fish, iron ore, gypsum, copper, gold 
Products:  Livestock, traditional fisheries, millet, maize, wheat 
Industry :  Mining, commercial fishing 
World Heritage Site:  Ancient Ksour of Ouadane, Chinguetti, 
Tichitt, Oualata and Banc dõArguin National Park 
  
The Bafours were the original inhabitants of Mauritania.  They were 
overcome by the migration of Berber tribes, who were in turn 
dominated by Arabs.  French colonizers prohibited slavery and 
brought an end to interclan warfare.  There are conflicting visions of 
Mauritania as either an Arab or sub-Saharan country. 
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for Mauritania 
1. That the young democracy may not relapse into autocratic rule 
2. That the nation be shielded from the threat posed by Al Qaeda 
3. That government may succeed in  ending slavery 
4.  That ethnic groups may come to peaceful coexistence 
5. That government effectively control the activities of foreigners in 
the rich fishing areas. 

  
Day 30:    12 November 2011 
MAURITIUS (Africa) 
Literacy:  84.4% 
Life Expectancy:  70.53 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  12.2/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $14,000 
Population: 1.29M  Growth:  0.776% 
Ethnicity :  Mauritians, Creoles, Sino/Franco-Mauritians 
Religion: Hindu 48%, Roman Catholic 23.6% Muslim 16% 
Resources:  None 
Products: Sugar, tea, tobacco, vegetables, fruits, flowers, cattle 
Industry :  Textiles, clothing, watches, clocks, jewelry, toys 
World Heritage Site:  Aapravasi Ghat, Le Morne Landscape 
  
Mauritius became both a French and English colony. It has preserved 
its image as one of Africaõs few social and economic success stories. 
Franco-Mauritians still control most of the large sugar estates.  
Politics is vibrant and characterized by coalition and alliance building.  
Mauritius is home to some of the worldõs rarest plants and animals. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Mauritius 
1. That Mauritius sustain her gains in economic progress and human 
development 
2. That improved drainage systems will ease the flooding caused by 
cyclones 
3.  For effective solutions to the problem of water pollution 
4. For government efforts to stem the degradation of the coral reefs 
5. For reforestation efforts to solve the problem of soil erosion 

  
Day 31:     14 November 2011 
MOZAMBIQUE (Africa)  
Literacy:  52.2% 
Life Expectancy:  42.07 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  115/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,000 
Population:  22.9M 
Ethnicity : Makhuwa, Tsonga, Makonde, Shangaan, Shona, others 
Religion:  Christian, Muslim, indigenous African 
Resources:  Hydroelectricity, coal, natural gas, titanium ore, etc.  
Products:  Cotton, cashew, sugarcane, tea, cassava, corn, sisal 
Industry :  Food, beverages, chemicals, aluminum, textiles 
World Heritage Site:  Island of Mozambique  
  
The people of Mozambique have retained an indigenous culture. 
Their most highly developed art forms are wood sculpture and 
dance.  Christian missionaries established schools, and though 
Governments placed high priority on education, school construction 
and teacher training have not kept up with population growth. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Mozambique 
1.  That the country may heal from the prolonged civil war 
2. That the country will return to the ranks of true electoral  
democracies 
3. For economic policies that will protect the poor from inflation 
4. For continuing political will to improve education. 
5.For continuing political will to control HIV/AIDS 

  
Day 32:     15 November 2011 
NAMIBIA (Africa)  
Literacy:  88% 
Per Capita (PPP): $6,900 
Population:  2.1M Annual Growth:  2.6% 
HIV/AIDS prevalence:  17.8% 
Ethnicity :  Ovambo, Kavango, Herero, Damara, Nama 
Religion:  Christian, Muslim, Jewish BahaõI, indigenous 
Resources:  Diamonds, uranium, zinc, gold, copper, lead, tin 
Products:  Livestock, meat, crop farming, forestry 
Industry:   Gem-quality diamonds, uranium, zinc, copper, fish 
World Heritage Site:  Twyfelfontein or/Ui-//aes 
  
Missionaries in the 1800s drew many Namibians to Christianity.  
Namibiaõs GDP is relatively high but obscures one of the most 
unequal income distributions on the African continent.  Its main 
trading partner is South Africa, but it is seeking to diversify its trading 
relationships.  Tourism is a significant generator of employment. 
 Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Namibia 
1.  For Namibia to serve as a model in its constitutional provision to 
protect the environment 
2.  For adequate care for the 180,000 people with HIV/AIDS 
3.  For programs to mitigate food shortages arising from drought 
4.  For the safety of miners 
5.  For more equitable distribution of wealth  

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 33:   16 November 2011 
NIGER (Africa) 
Literacy:  29% (17% women) 
Life Expectancy:  58 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  81/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $700 
Population: 15.2M   Annual Growth:  3.3% 
Ethnicity:  Hausa, Djerma, Tuareg, Fulani, Beri Beri, Arab 
Religion:  Muslim 97% 
Resources:  Uranium, gold, oil, coal, iron, tin, and phosphates 
Products:  Millet, sorghum, cowpeas, peanuts, cotton, onions 
Industry :  Textiles, cement, soap, beverages 
World Heritage Site:  Air and Tenere Natural Reserves, W 
National Park of Niger 
  
Nigerõs history dates back 600,000 years.  Today, its child mortality 
rate is particularly high due to inadequate nutrition.  Fertility rate of 
7.8 births/woman is among the highest in the world.  Close to 67% 
of the population in under 25. 
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Niger 
1. That Niger will have seen the end of coups and ethnic rebellion 
2. That  caste-based slavery  be ended 
3.That sexual exploitation and trafficking of children be halted 
4. That debt relief may free resources for basic health care, rural 
infrastructure and other programs 
5. That authorities will halt habitat destruction and the poaching of 
wildlife 

  
Day 34:    17 November 2011 
 NIGERIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  39-51% 
Life Expectancy:  47yrs 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,500 
Population:  152M  Annual Growth:  2.0% 
Ethnicity :  Hausa-Fulani, Igbo, Yoruba, Kanuri 
Religion:  Muslim, Christian, Indigenous African 
Resources:  Oil and natural gas, tin, columbite, iron ore, coal 
Products:  Cocoa, palm oil, yams, cassava, sorghum, millet 
Industry :  Textiles, cement, food products, footwear, metal 
World Heritage Site:  Sukur Cultural Landscape, Osun-Osogbo 
Sacred Grove 
  
Nigeriaõs recorded history dates back to 1000AD.  It is the most 
populous country in Africa, with over 250 ethnic groups, and a rich 
diversity of customs and traditions.  With vast proven reserves of oil 
and natural gas, Nigeriaõs oil boom in the 1970s led to a neglect of 
other economic sectors and spawned other economic distortions, but 
is now making progress toward a market-based economy. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Nigeria 
1.  For democracy to take root after long years of military rule. 
2. For the state to develop other industries to reduce the economyõs 
dependence on oil 
3. For an end to corruption so oil revenues will benefit all 
4. For improved efforts in its drive against money laundering 
5. For an end to communal violence between Christians and Muslims 

  
Day 35:     18 November 2011 
RWANDA (Africa) 
Literacy:  70% 
Life Expectancy:  49.8yrs 
Infant Mortality :  62/1000 
Population:  9.99M  Growth:  2.8% 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,100 
Ethnicity :  Indigenous ð Bahutu, Batutsi, Batwa 
Religion:  Christian 93.5%, traditional African, Muslim 
Products:  Coffee, tea, pyrethrum, bananas, beans, sorghum 
Industry :  Cement, agricultural products, beer, soft drinks, soap, 
furniture, shows, plastic goods, textiles, cigarettes 
  
Grasslands and farms over rolling hills and mountains characterize 
Rwandaõs landscape.  Its population density is the  
highest in sub-Saharan Africa.  The people endured the state-
orchestrated genocide in 1994, when 800,000 were killed in 100 
days.  The country is striving to rebuild its economy. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Rwanda 
1. That Rwandans may heal from the memory of the 1994 genocide 
2.  That the fruits of relief from the nationõs debt be felt by all 
3.  That economic growth may lift people out of poverty 
4.  That Rwandan refugees may be able to come home 
5.  That Rwanda continue its success in the fight against HIV/AIDS, 
with  education and prevention programs that have reduced the 
prevalence rate below 3% from 13% in the 1990s 

  
Day 36:     19 November 2011 
SAO TOME & PRINCIPE (Africa) 
Literacy:  87.9%  Life Expectancy: 66 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  37.12/1000 
Population: 167,000 Growth: 2.4% Per Capita (PPP): $1,800 
Ethnicity :  Mestico, Angolares, Forros, Servicais/Tongas  
Religion:  Christian 90% 
Industry :  Light construction, shirts, soap, beer, fisheries 
   
SEYCHELLES (Africa) 
Literacy:  92% 
Life Expectancy:  68.3yrs M, 77.9 yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 12.3 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $23,200 
Population: 87,122   Growth:  -0.02% 
Ethnicity:  Creole        Religion:  Catholic 82.3% 
Industry :  Tourism, maritime services, re-exports 
World Heritage Site:  Aldabra Atoll, Vallee de Mai Reserve 

Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Sao Tome  and Seychelles 
1.That Christians may turn away from the practice of voodoo 
2.That  governments act on protecting the environment 
3.That a solution be found to end piracy in the Indian Ocean 
4.That economic growth may improve the lives of all 
5.That governments address the problem of the quality of education  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 37:     21 November 2011 
SENEGAL (Africa) 
Literacy:  59.1% 
Life Expectancy:  59.38  yrs 
Infant Mortality :  57.7/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,900 
Population:  12.2M  Growth:  2.5% 
Ethnicity :  Wolof, Fulani, Toucouleur, Serer, Diola, Mandingo 
Religion:  Muslim 95% 
Resources: Fish, peanuts, phosphate, iron ore, gold, titanium 
Products:  Fish, millet, sorghum, manioc, rice, cotton, flowers 
Industry :  Manufacturing, construction, trade 
World Heritage Site:  6 sites including Island of Goree, Djoudj 
National Bird Sanctuary 
  
Senegal is today held up as one of Africaõs model democracies with a 
multi-party system and a tradition of civilian rule.  Although poverty 
is widespread, it has one of the regionõs more stable economies.  
The government is known and respected for its diplomats and 
contributions to peacekeeping activities. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Senegal 
1.  That economic reform will decrease dependence on foreign aid 
2.  That  Senegalõs involvement in peacekeeping be recognized 
3.  That Senegalese migrant workers in Europe be treated fairly 
4. That the country succeed in solving the acute energy shortage 
5.  That the government and insurgents in the south come to peace 

  
Day 38:     22 November 2011 
SIERRA LEONE (Africa)  
Literacy:  35.1 % 
Life Expectancy: 55.7 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  80.16/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $900 
Population:  6.4M 
Ethnicity :  20 African groups including Temne, Mende, Limba,  
Religion:  Muslim 60%, Christian 30%, Animist 
Resources: Diamonds, titanium, bauxite, gold, iron ore, platinum 
Products:  Coffee, cocoa, ginger, palm kernels, palm oil, cassava 
Industry:   Diamond mining, beverages, textiles, tourism 
  
Sierra Leoneans are noted for their educational achievements, trading 
and entrepreneurial skills, and arts and crafts particularly  
woodcarving.  A decade of civil war ended in 2002.  Substantial 
growth has been recorded, but the challenges remain daunting. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Sierra Leone 
1.  For perpetrators of terror to be brought to justice  
2.  That the thousands whose limbs were maimed during the civil war 
may be given assistance to rebuild their lives 
3.  For the rehabilitation of the 6,000 children who were forced to 
become soldier killers during the war. 
4. For agricultural reform that will reverse deforestation and soil 
exhaustion 
5. For Christians to persevere in the face of  discrimination 

  
Day 39:     23November 2011 
SOMALIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  37.8% 
Life Expectancy:  49.6yrs 
Infant Mortality :  109.19/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $600 
Population:  9.8M  Growth:  2.8% 
Ethnicity :  Somali, Bantu, Arabs 
Religion:  Muslim 99.9% 
Resources:  Iron ore, tin, gypsum, bauxite, uranium, copper 
Products:  Livestock, fish, bananas, corn, sorghum, sugar 
Industry :  Telecommunications, livestock, fishing, textiles 
  
The Somali coastline extends 2,720 km.  The Cushitic populations 
living on the coast have an ancient history.  60% today are nomads 
or semi-nomads who raise cattle, camels, sheep.  16 years of 
anarchy ended in 2004 but continuing instability has recently led to 
the  
emergence of a Somalia-based maritime piracy in the form of 
hijacking vessels and crews for ransom. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Somalia 
1.  For the men suffering the trauma of war 
2.  For families who lost loved ones during the war 
3.  For the safety of the refugees who are searching for a new life 
4. For women who have experienced rape and exploitation 
5. For  Somalis to realize the deadly effects of òqató the narcotic that 
has had a devastating effect on large segments of society 

  
Day 40:     24 November 2011 
SOUTH AFRICA (Africa) 
Compulsory Education 7-15 yrs 
Life Expectancy:  55.2yrsW  53.3 yr M 
Infant Mortality :  47/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $10,700  Unemployment:  25.2% 
Population:  49.99M  Growth:  1.2% 
Ethnicity :  Black Africans, Whites, Coloreds, Asians 
Religion:  Predominantly Christian, traditional African, Hindu 
Resources: Essential commodities, fuel from coal 
Industry:  Minerals, mining, vehicles, machinery, textiles, etc  
World Heritage Site: 8 sites including Fossil Hominid Sites,  
Robben Island, Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape 
  
Large deposits of gold discovered in the 1880s caused an influx of 
European immigration.  Boers kept all political power in the hands of 
whites, this policy called òapartheidó ended in the 1990s with the 
election of Nelson Mandela.  Diversity is a key feature of South  
Africa, where 11 languages are recognized as official, and where 
community leaders include rabbis and chieftains. 
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for South Africa 
1. That South Africans may continue to grow in harmony and peace 
2. That the nation remember the sacrifices of  Mandela and the  
freedom fighters  
3. That authorities control marijuana and the trading of illicit drugs. 
4.  That the nation may ably care for the 1.6 million AIDS sufferers. 
5.  That government and industry may increase  job opportunities 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 41:    25 November 2011 
SOUTH SUDAN (Africa) 
   
Infant Mortality :  112/1000 
Population: 6M   
Ethnicity :  Dinka, Shilluk, Nuer, Acholi, Lotuhu 
Religion:  Traditional, Christians 
Resources:  Oil, iron ore, copper, zinc, silver, gold, hydropower 
Industry :  Oil 
  
South Sudan became the newest member of the United Nations on 
July 9, 2011.   
  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for South Sudan 
1. That memories of war may turn the people to work for peace 
2. That as it emerges from partition, North and South may discuss 
oil revenues in good faith. 
3. That the North asks for reasonable transit fees in line with 
international norms for the oil that is pumped from the south. 
4. For the success of the global eradication campaign against the 
guinea worm  
5. That government discern the costs and benefits of the Grand 
Millennium Dam Project that may have a detrimental effect on 
wildlife 
  

  
Day 42:    26 November 2011 
SUDAN (Africa) 
Literacy:  61.1% 
Life Expectancy:  51.42  yrs 
Infant Mortality :  82.43/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $2,300 
Population:  41.08M  Growth:  2.143% 
Ethnicity :  Arab, Muslim, Black African 
Religion: Muslim, indigenous, Christians 
Resources:  Natural gas, gold, iron ore, copper, industrial metals 
Products:  Cotton, peanuts, sorghum, sesame seeds, millet 
Industry :  Motor vehicle assembly, cement, cotton, edible oils 
World Heritage Site:  Gebel Barkal, Meroe  
  
Sudanõs population is one of the most diverse, posing a major  
challenge to effective collaboration.  Sudan has been at war with itself 
for more than three-quarters of its existence.  In 2004, the US 
declared that genocide had been committed in Darfur, and held the 
Sudanese government and the Janjaweed responsible.  A peace 
agreement was signed in Doha. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Sudan 
1. That as it emerges from partition, the Sudanese may find common 
ground to  build a future based on respect for human diversity 
2. That the two million displaced people may find their way home 
3. For effective containment of  the rebel militia 
4. For hostilities to abate to allow humanitarian aid to come in 
5. For an end to the conflict in Western Darfur 

  
Day 43:     27 November 2011 
SWAZILAND (Africa)  
Literacy:  81.6% 
Life Expectancy:  47.97yrs 
Infant Mortality :  66.71/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $4,500 
Population :  1.2M     HIV/AIDS :  26% 
Ethnicity :  African 97%, European 
Religion:  Zionist 40%, Roman Catholic 20%, Muslim 2% 
Resources:  Coal, quarry stone, timber, talc 
Products:  Sugarcane, corn, citrus, livestock, wood, pineapple 
Industry :  Soft drink concentrates, sugar, pulp, canned fruits 
  
Its history from the 16th century records many able leaders including 
Mswati II, from whom Swazis derive their name.  He sought aid 
from the British against the Zulus who threatened his kingdom.  
Today the monarch holds supreme powers.    
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Swaziland 
1. That government programs may reverse the scourge of HIV 
2. That government may generate jobs to improve peopleõs lives, 
69% of whom live below the poverty line 
3. That government succeed in halting the trafficking of Swazi girls  
4. That government succeed in halting forced labor of Swazi boys 
5.  That the nation address problems of soil depletion and the effects 
of drought and floods. 

  
Day 44:     28 November 2011 
TOGO (Africa) 
Literacy:  70%M /44%F 
Life Expectancy:  60 yrs M /65 yrs F 
Per Capita (PPP): $900 
Population:  6.78M  Growth:  2.76% 
Ethnicity :  Ewe, Mina, Kabye, Cotocoli, Moba, 20 ethnic groups 
Religion:  Indigenous 51%, Christian 29%, Muslim 
Resources:  Phosphates, limestone, marble 
Products:  Yams, cassava, corn, millet, sorghum, cocoa, coffee 
Industry :  Mining, manufacturing, construction, energy 
World Heritage Site: Koutammakou-Land of the Batammariba 
  
Subsistence agriculture and commerce are the main economic 
activity. Despite insufficient rainfall, the Government has achieved its 
goal of self-sufficiency in food crops, from farms ranging in size from 
1 to 3 hectares.  Its foreign policy is non-aligned, with diplomatic 
relations with Israel.  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Togo 
1. That fledgling democratic institutions will grow more confident 
2.  That the painful past of unrest and human rights abuses not be 
repeated 
3.  That government intensify efforts to end exploitation of children 
4.  That debt relief will free resources for fighting poverty. 
5.  For the blessing of good weather to ensure good harvests 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 45:     30 November 2011 
UGANDA (Africa) 
Literacy:  74% 
Life Expectancy:  52.7  yrs 
Infant Mortality :  79.4/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  1,300 
Population:  32.7M  Growth:  3.3% 
Ethnicity :  Baganda, Banyankole, Bahima, Bakiga, Bunyoro, etc 
Religion:  Christian 85%, Muslim 12% 
Resources: Copper, cobalt, hydropower, limestone, salt, oil 
Products:  Coffee, tea, cotton, tobacco, cassava, potatoes 
Industry :  Agricultural products, cement production, textiles 
World Heritage Site:  3 sites including Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park and Tombs of Buganda at Kasubi 
  
Christian missionaries entered the country in the 1870s.   Today 
President Museveni has largely put an end to gross human rights 
abuses and initiated economic liberalization and press freedom.  A 
bill is under debate that will criminalize homosexuality. 
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Uganda 
1. That Ugandans may live free from war and conflict. 
2. That rebels, gangs and militia resolve to put down the sword. 
3. That the 1.2 million people suffering from AIDS receive help 
4. That the Church may be revived and purified 
5. That Charles Lwanag and the young martyrs of Uganda continue 
to inspire the youth of today to be loyal to Jesus and his teachings. 

  
Day 46:    1 December 2011 
TANZANIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  71.9%F / 82.95%M 
Life Expectancy:  52.4  yrs 
Infant Mortality :  68/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,400 
Population:  43.1M 
Ethnicity :  Tanzanian, Zanzibari 
Religion: Muslim 35%, Christian 63% 
Resources:  Hydroelectric power, coal, iron, gemstones, gold 
Products:  Coffee, cotton, tea, tobacco, cloves, sisal, cashew 
Industry:  Textiles, agro-processing, light manufacturing, steel 
World Heritage Site: 7 sites including Serengeti, Kilimanjaro, 
Stone Town of Zanzibar, Kondoa Rock-art 
  
 Northern Tanzaniaõs Olduvai Gorge has provided fossil remains of 
some of humanityõs earliest ancestors.  Tanzanians pride themselves 
on living together with their diversity.  The economy remains donor-
dependent.  Leading cause of death for children is malaria, for adults 
it is HIV/AIDS. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Tanzania 
1. That authorities will effectively protect wildlife 
2. That authorities will arrest the trade of hashish, heroin, cocaine 
3. That the half-million refugees be successfully repatriated 
4.  That initiatives to translate the Bible  see its work to completion 
5.  That economic inequality be addressed and income levels increase 

  
Day 47:     2 December 2011 
ZAMBIA (Africa) 
Literacy:  60.6%F /81.6%M 
Life Expectancy:  38.63 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  70/1000   
Per Capita (PPP):  $1,500  HIV/AIDS Prevalence:  14.3% 
Population: 12.9M   Growth:  2.9% 
Ethnicity:  70 Bantu groups 
Religion:  Christian, indigenous, Muslim, Hindu 
Resources:  Copper, cobalt, zinc, lead, coal, emeralds, gold, etc.  
Products:  Corn, sorghum, rice, groundnuts, sunflower seeds, etc 
Industry :  Mining, transport, construction, foodstuffs 
World Heritage Site:  Mosi-oa-Tunya / Victoria Falls 
  
Over 800,000 children have lost one or both parents to AIDS.  Most 
Zambians are dependent on subsistence farms, though the transition 
to democracy in 1991 led to increased investment in mining sector.  
It has the spectacular scenery of Victoria Falls  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Zambia 
1.  That people may find the courage to confront corruption 
2.  That  children orphaned by AIDS may have wise and loving 
people to come to their aid, and protect them  from harm 
3.  That the government may fulfill the promise of universal free 
primary education 
4.  That the unemployed may find new economic opportunities  
5. That government will crack down on poaching that seriously 
threatens the rhinoceros, elephant, antelope and large cats. 

  
Day 48:     3 December 2011 
ZIMBABWE (Africa) 
Literacy:  91% 
Life Expectancy:  44yrs 
Infant Mortality :  62/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $500 
Population: 11.39M  Growth:  0.3% HIV/AIDS :  14.3% 
Ethnicity :  Shona, Ndebele, other African, White 
Religion:  Christianity 75%, animist, Muslim 
Resources:  40 minerals including diamonds, gold, silver, coal 
Products:  Corn, cotton, tobacco, wheat, coffee, tea, peanuts 
Industry :  Manufacturing, public administration, commerce 
World Heritage Site:  5 sites including Matobo Hills 
  
Stone-age implements, pebble tools and ruins of stone buildings give 
evidence of early civilization. Zimbabwe today has one of Africaõs 
highest literacy rates, with a network of private and mission schools, 
and higher education offered at 7 state-run universities. Its current 
economic and food crisis is the countryõs worst humanitarian crisis. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Zimbabwe 
1.That  industries implement safeguards to prevent pollution 
2.That political and economic reform may put an end to hyper-
inflation 
3.That families devastated by AIDS may find the support they need 
4.That the Church may take its role in responding to societyõs needs 
5.That Zimbabwe see the dawn of enlightened, honest leadership 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 49:     5 December 2011 
ALGERIA (The Near East) 
Literacy:  60.1% F / 79.6% M 
Life Expectancy:   75.26 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  26.75/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $7,300 
Population:  36.3M  Growth:  1.177% 
Ethnicity :  Arab-Berber 99% 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 99% Christian and Jewish 1% 
Products:  Wheat, barley, oats, grapes, olives, citrus, sheep 
Industry :  Petroleum, natural gas, light industries, mining, cement 
World Heritage Site:  7 sites including Kasbah of Algiers 
  
The Sahara covers more than 80% of Algeria which has one of the 
worldõs highest per housing unit occupancy rates, and is currently 
facing a shortfall of 1.5 million housing units.  The country enjoys 
freedom of the press, with 45 daily newspapers. The minority  
Berbers demanded and received recognition of their language. 
Joyful Mysteries: Intentions for Algeria. 
1. For repeal of the Ordinance of 2006 that regulates the exercise of 
religions other than Islam. 
2.  For withdrawal of the order to close down churches in Bejala 
province.   
3.  For earnest efforts to address the housing shortfall. 
4.  For people of goodwill to act with justice and mercy towards all 
5. For every believer in Christ to follow him faithfully 

  
Day 50:    6 December 2011 
BAHRAIN (The Near East) 
Literacy:  89.1% 
Life Expectancy:  72yrs M / 77yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  16.8/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $40,300 
Population:  1.04M Growth:  3.6% 
Ethnicity :  Bahraini 63%, Asian 19%, Arab, Iranian 
Religion:  Shiõa Muslim 70%, Sunni Muslim 30% 
Resources:  Oil, aluminum, textiles, natural gas, fish, pearls 
Products:  Fruit, vegetables, poultry, dairy, shrimp, fish 
Industry:  Oil and gas, manufacturing, aluminum 
World Heritage Site:  Ancient Harbour and Capital of Dilmun 
  
Site of the ancient Bronze Age civilization of Dilmun, Bahrain is now 
one of the most densely populated countries in the world, with 
foreign laborers accounting for 49% of total population.  Oil 
revenues are invested in developing advanced educational facilities. 
People took to the streets in 2011 demanding more freedom. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Bahrain 
1.  That migrant workers be welcomed and treated with dignity 
2.  That violence against citizens come to an end, and justice and 
peace be restored.  
3.  That tensions between Sunnis and Shiõites be peacefully resolved 
4.  That  there be more initiatives to improve the rights of women 
5.  That Christians in Bahrain will seek to be salt and light in society 

  
Day 51:     7 December 2011 
EGYPT (The Near East) 
Literacy:  58% 
Life Expectancy:  71yrs 
Infant Mortality :  31.33/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $6,200 
Population:  80.3M  Growth : 1.72%  Density: 3,820/sq mile 
Ethnicity :  Egyptian, Bedouin Arab, Nubian 
Religion:  Muslim 90%, Coptic Christian 9%, other Christian 
Resources: Petroleum, gas, iron ore, phosphates, gypsum, talc etc 
Products:  Cotton, rice, onions, beans, citrus, wheat, corn 
Industry : Food processing, textiles, petro/chemicals, etc  
World Heritage Site: 7 sites including Historic Cairo, Memphis, 
Abu Simbel 
  

Egypt has been a unified state for more than 5000 years.  Egyptians 
take pride in their pharaonic heritage and civilization.  Its wars with 
Israel then its peace with its adversary made Egypt a key player in 
the peace process. 
Glorious Mysteries:  Intentions for Egypt 
1. That the Supreme Administrative Courtõs ruling in favor of 
Christian re-converts be swiftly and effectively implemented. 
2. That leaders respond to legitimate calls for democratic reform 
3. That young people be sustained in hope in this season of political 
upheaval and economic slowdown 
4. That government succeed in keeping the peace with Israel 
5.  That the authorities wisely handle the threat posed by extremists 

  
Day 52:     8 December 2011 
IRAN (The Near East) 
Literacy:  73%F /86%M 
Life Expectancy:  69.77yrs 
Infant Mortality :  43.35/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $10,600 
Population:  76.92M  Growth:  1.25% 
Ethnicity :  Persians 51%, Azeri 24%, Gilaki / Mazandarani 8% 
Religion:  Shiõa Muslim 89%, Sunni Muslim 9% Zoroastrianism 
Resources:  Petroleum, natural gas, coal, chromium, copper 
Products:  Wheat, rice, sugar beets, fruits, nuts, cotton, caviar 
Industry :  Petroleum, petrochemicals, textiles, food processing 
World Heritage Site: 13 sites including Persepolis 
  
Iranians take pride in their unique cultural and political heritage, a 
history dating back 100,000 years.  Arab conquest in the 7th century 
introduced Islam.  Vast oil reserves powered economic growth in the 
1960s-70s. Ayatollah Khomeini established a theocracy 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for  Iran 
1. That Believers from Muslim Backgrounds (BMBõs)  be  protected 
from harm and persecution 
2.  That economic reform, which includes privatization of key  
economic sectors, may lead to fulfillment of its tremendous potential 
3.  For policies to effectively deal with unemployment and inflation 
4.  For continued improvement in education and health services 
5.  For government to continue its programs in rural development 
and empowerment of the downtrodden 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 53:     9 December 2011 
Iraq (The Near East) 
Literacy:  74.1% 
Life Expectancy: 70.55 yrs 
Infant Mortality :  41.68/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $3,800 
Population:  30.4M  Growth:  2.39% 
Ethnicity: Arab 75-80%, Kurd 15-20%, Turkoman, Chaldean 
Religion:  Muslim 97% (Shiõa 60%, Sunni 32%), Christian 
Resources: Oil, natural gas, phosphates, sulfur 
Products:  Wheat, barley, rice, corn, chickpeas, beans, dates 
Industry :  Petroleum, chemicals, textiles, fertilizer, metals 
World Heritage Site: 3 sites including Samarra 
  
Once known as Mesopotamia, Iraq was the site of flourishing ancient 
civilizations, the Sumerian, Babylonian and Parthian. Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, which led the US to war in 1991 and the overthrow 
of Saddam Hussein in 2003.  The country remains  
volatile and disputes with the Kurds pose a serious threat.  
Sorrowful Mysteries: Intentions for Iraq 
1.  For the Coalition military that is keeping the peace in Iraq 
2. For the generation scarred by war to heal and rebuild their lives 
3.  For diplomacy to triumph in the continuing tensions between 
Iraq and Kuwait 
4.  For more understanding and appreciation of the role and value of 
women 
5.  For peaceful resolution of the conflict with the Kurds. 

  
Day 54:    10 December 2011 
ISRAEL (The Near East) 
Literacy:  96.9% 
Life Expectancy: 80.73yrs 
Infant Mortality :  4.22/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $29,800 
Population:  7.59M  Growth:  1.7% 
Ethnicity :  Jews 76.2%, Arabs 19.5% 
Religion:  Jewish, Muslim, Christianity, Druze 
Resources:  Copper, phosphate, bromide, potash, clay, sand 
Products:  citrus, fruits, vegetables, beef, dairy, poultry 
Industry :  Aviation, communications, CAD manufacturers, etc 
World Heri tage Site:  6 sites including Masada, Megiddo 
  
The state of Israel was created in 1948 as a homeland for Jews. It has 
fought 5 wars since against Arab forces.  Its population is drawn from 
100 countries, making Israeli society rich in cultural diversity and 
artistic creativity.  Israel has several dance companies, theater groups, 
active artist colonies, chamber orchestras and 120 museums. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Israel 
1. That the Chosen People may come to live in peace with their 
neighbors. 
2.  That the Jewish people whom God bound to himself in a holy 
Covenant, may be faithful to the one God 
3.  That the defense forces may succeed in keeping the peace 
4.  That refugees and minorities be treated with dignity 
5.  That political dialogue be conducted with civility and charity 

  
Day 55:     12 December 2011 
JORDAN (The Near East) 
Literacy:  92.1% 
Life Expectancy:  71.6yrs M/74.4yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  20/1000 
Population:  5.97M  Per Capita (PPP):  $5,400 
Ethnicity :  Arab, Circassians, Armenians, Chechens 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 92%, Christian 6% 
Resources:  Phosphate, potash 
Products:  Citrus, tomatoes, cucumbers, olives, sheep, poultry 
Industry : Clothing, phosphates, fertilizers, pharmaceuticals 
World Heritage Site: 4 sites including Petra, Wadi Rum 
  
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is a constitutional monarchy.  It 
has limited natural resources, and is among the most water-poor 
countries.  Its significance results from its strategic location.   It is a 
key ally of the US, and has made peace with Israel.  
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Jordan 
1.   For efforts to address honor killing and other human rights 
violations against women. 
2.  For the government to address discrimination against minorities 
including Christians. 
3. For continued improvement in the treatment of refugees 
4.  For the King to continue efforts at reform and modernization 
5.  For believers from a Muslim background (BMBs) to persevere in 
their faith 

  
Day 56:     13 December 2011 
KUWAIT (The Near East) 
Literacy:  93.3% 
Life Expectancy: 76.51yrs M/ 78.96yrsF 
Infant Mortality :  8.97/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $48,900 
Population:  3.5M  Growth:  3.55% 
Ethnicity :  Kuwaiti 45%, other Arab 35%, South Asian , Iranian 
Religion:  Muslim 85%, Hindu, Christian, Buddhist 
Resources:  Oil, natural gas, fish 
Products:  Fish 
Industry :  Petroleum extraction and refining, fertilizer, chemicals, 
desalination, construction materials 
  
Kuwait is a constitutional hereditary emirate ruled by Amirs.  It has 
the fifth-largest oil reserves in the world.  Kuwait was the first Arab 
country in the Gulf to have an elected parliament.  In 2005, 
parliament gave women the right to vote and stand as candidates.  
The government sponsors many social welfare and public works.  
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Kuwait 
1. That a harvest of justice may spring from the selfless work of 
government and civic leaders. 
2. That migrant workers be welcomed and treated with fairness 
3.  That the Emir will rule justly for the benefit of all citizens. 
4.  That the wealth from the land may benefit all citizens 
5. That the government can create jobs outside the oil sector 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Day 57:     14 December 2011 
LEBANON (The Near East) 
Literacy:  93.1%M / 82.2%F 
Life Expectancy:  70.41yrsM / 75.48yrs F 
Infant Mortality : 23.7 /1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $14,400 
Population: 3.87M  Growth: 1.23% 
Ethnicity :  Arab 95%, Armenian 
Religion:  Muslim 60%, Christian 
Resources: Limestone, iron ore, salt 
Products: Citrus, grapes, tomatoes, vegetables, olives, goats 
Industry :  Authentic jewelry, inorganic chemicals, fruit, tobacco 
World Heritage Site: 5 sites including Byblos, Tyre 
  
Lebanon is the historic home of the Phoenicians whose culture 
flourished more than 2000 yrs ago.  Christians found refuge in  
Lebanonõs mountains during the Crusades. Political turmoil has 
marked its recent history. 
Glorious Mysteries: Intentions for Lebanon 
1.  That leaders may govern with wisdom despite various tensions 
2.  For peace and stability in the  refugee camps 
3.  For growing relations with Iran to bring economic growth and 
political stability 
4. For unity among Christians, beyond social and racial divides 
5.  That aid may come to those traumatized by war and conflict 

  
Day 58:    15 December 2011 
LIBYA  (The Near East) 
Literacy:  92.4% M/ 72%F 
Life Expectancy: 75.18yrs M / 79.88 yrs F 
Infant Mortality :  20.87/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $14,000 
Population: 6.46 M  Growth:  2.12% 
Ethnicity :  Berber and Arab 97% (140 tribes) 
Religion:  Sunni Muslim 97% 
Resources:  Petroleum, natural gas, gypsum 
Products:  Wheat, barley, olives, dates, citrus, vegetables, etc 
Industry :  Petroleum, food processing, textiles, handicrafts 
World Heritage Site:  5 sites including Sabratha, Ghadames 
  
For most of their history, Libyans have been subjected to foreign 
control, Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Greeks, Romans, Vandals, and 
Byzantines all ruled parts of Libya.  Muõammar Qadhafi staged a coup 
dõetat in 1969 and held power for 42 years.  He was overthrown in 
August 2011 by a population weary of brutality and oppression. 
Luminous Mysteries:  Intentions for Libya 
1. That the end of Qadhafiõs dictatorship may bring new hope for the 
rebuilding of shattered lives 
2.  That the new government may govern with integrity and honesty 
3.  That  the many tribes in Libya may learn to live in peace  
4.  That the immense wealth of the land may bring prosperity to all 
5.  That justice may be served to the victims of human rights abuses 

  
Day 59:     16 December 2011 
MOROCCO (The Near East) 
Literacy:  65.7%M / 39.6%F 
Life Expectancy:  71.8yrs 
Infant Mortality :  36.88/1000 
Per Capita (PPP):  $4,800 
Population:  34.9M  Growth: 1.48% 
Ethnicity :  Arab-Berber 99.1%  Jewish 0.2% 
Religion:  Muslim 98.7%, Christian 1.1%, Jewish 0.2% 
Resources:  Phosphates, fish, manganese, lead, silver, copper 
Products:  Barley, citrus fruits, vegetables, olives, wine 
Industry :  Phosphate mining, manufacturing, handicrafts, 
construction and public works, energy 
World Heritage Site: 8 sites including Fez, Marrakesh, Meknes 
  
Moroccoõs strategic location shaped its history.  The Alaouite 
dynasty which has ruled Morocco since 1649 claims descent from 
the prophet Mohammed. It stayed independent for centuries while 
developing a rich culture blending Arab, Berber, European and 
African influences. Growth is hampered by the rainfall-dependent 
agriculture sector. 
Sorrowful Mysteries:  Intentions for Morocco 
1. That there be sufficient rainfall to ensure good harvests 
2. That constitutional reform protecting human rights be passed 
3. That believers who suffer persecution may persevere in their faith 
4.  That the King address legitimate calls for reform 
5.  That the rights of indigenous Tamazight be respected 

  
Day 60:     16 December 2011 
Oman (The Near East) 
Literacy:  81% 
Life Expectancy:  73.8yrs 
Infant Mortality :  17/1000 
Per Capita (PPP): $25,600 
Population:  3.37M  Growth:  2.0% 
Ethnicity :  Arab, Baluchi, Zanzabari, South Asian 
Religion:  Ibadhi, Sunni Muslim, Shia Muslim, Hindu, Christian 
Resources:  Oil, natural gas, copper, marble, limestone 
Products:  Dates, bananas, mangoes, alfalfa 
Industry :  Petroleum, construction, copper mines and smelter, etc  
World Heritage Site: 4 sites including Bahla Fort, Bat, Al-Khutm, 
Land of Frankincense   
  
Oman adopted Islam in the 7th century, during the lifetime of   
Mohammed.  Ibadhism, a form of Islam distinct from Shiaism and 
Sunnisim is the dominant sect, and is known for its moderate  
conservatism.  Oman enjoys a high degree of internal stability, and 
among its attractions is the burgeoning capital of Muscat. 
Joyful Mysteries:  Intentions for Oman 
1. For  leaders to be enlightened in their programs of modernization 
2. That the country peacefully transitions from a nomadic to an urban 
lifestyle 
3. For harmony between generations in this period of change 
4. For an increase in academic freedom and freedom of the press 
5. That Christians may have the freedom to worship. 

    

 

 


